
                                                                                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                                                                  
 

MEETING OF JANUARY 8, 2013 
 
In the absence of Chairman Earl Temchin, the meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Vice-Chairman Sandra 
Micalizzi. The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was led by Ben Cammuso. 
 
Members present: Ben Cammuso, Peter Freeman, Sandra Micalizzi, Cliff Snow and Mark White. 
Members absent: Doris Hanser, Lynn Maschi, Michael Rossi and Earl Temchin. 
Town Manager Garry Brumback introduced and welcomed Mr. Elliot Colasanto, a local pharmacist. It is anticipated 
that Mr. Colasanto will be appointed to the Advisory Board.  Garry acknowledged Jeff Driscoll, an addition to the 
sub-committee, noting that he is grateful for the response. This level of participation that reaches deep into the 
community brings multiple skills and sincere desires to look after our senior citizens, looking at the future concerning 
programs and services that involve looming changes.  
  
  
The minutes of the December 11, 2012 meeting were presented to the Commission. As there was no discussion 
Ben Cammuso made a motion to accept the minutes as presented; seconded by Mark White; all were in favor.  
 
Executive Director Robert Verderame presented the Treasurer’s Report stating that the available balance is 
$255,342. He reiterated that the percentage used within the Building Maintenance line item appears higher than 
might be expected due to the amount encumbered. These funds are set aside for snow removal, custodial, lawn care 
and clean-up. If not used, they will be released and available for repair and maintenance issues as we approach the 
end of the fiscal year. A motion was made by Ben Cammuso to accept the Treasurer’s Report as presented; seconded 
by Peter Freeman; all were in favor.   
 
Executive Director Bob Verderame presented the December 2012 Director’s and Program Coordinator’s Report, 
noting that Dial-a-Ride provided 1184 one way rides on 20 days, including 446 in town medical rides and 68 out of 
town medical rides. Twenty-five new members joined in November. The Nutrition Program served 533 meals on 18 
days. 
 
Although the Medicare Open Enrollment period officially ended on December 7th, demands for Medicare counseling 
remained constant. As expected many of the requests that were received were Medicare D changes and Medicare 
Saving Program (MSP) applications.  What we did not anticipate was the overwhelming number of clients requesting 
retirement benefits counseling requiring extensive information regarding Medicare, Medicare supplements and the 
Medicare Advantage (HMO) plans. We also were busy with energy assistance applications, visiting three housing 
sites in addition to our regularly scheduled appointments at Calendar House. We took 100 applications for assistance 
during this period. Sharyn Murphy and the volunteers did a wonderful job.  
 
As is the case each December the holidays bring multiple instances of attempted fraud, scams, neglect, suspected 
abuse and legal issues. Communication seems to break down at this time of year, leaving the elderly vulnerable to 
victimization even at the hands of their own family members. Working with the CT Center for Healthy Aging’s 
Senior Resource Case Manager, Mark Levesque, several cases were referred to the State Department of Protective 
Services. As Municipal Agent, I actively follow up on these concerns. 
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Volunteer Counselors for the AARP/TCE Income Tax Assistance Program have been scheduled into instructional 
classes, to be followed by testing for certification under the IRS guidelines. The inability of federal and state agencies 
to provide up-to-date information is always a challenge, resulting in many updates, revisions and “fixes” to the 
software. Mary Robarge provides critical support in this area, coordinating the program with Senior Center Secretary 
Cynthia Gilbert, both of whom participate in the instruction, testing and certification. Upon certification of the 
counselors, appointments will be scheduled beginning in February. 

  
In our ongoing efforts to improve and spruce up the facility, the men’s and women’s restroom facilities were caulked 
and painted. A broken faucet was repaired; and a broken stall privacy lock was replaced. Many thanks to Lana White, 
Yvonne Bulgar, Mary Robarge, Figi Fiondella, Chris Riccio and Gil Gilbert. The garage was thoroughly cleaned, 
including the removal of broken furniture, etc. by the Highway Department.  
 
A note of thanks to the volunteers who trimmed the Christmas tree and decorated the Main Hall! 
 
As a result of Deputy Town Manager Mark Sciota’s efforts to consolidate contracts, the Calendar House snow 
removal will be done by Schmidt Maintenance.  

 
Various community organizations held their annual holiday parties at the Calendar House under rental agreements.  
They included the ARC of Southington, Flanders West, and Community Services. All enjoyed the celebrations and  
expressed appreciation for the use of the building and the assistance of Calendar House staff. 
 
As part of our ongoing Intergenerational Programming, students from the DePaolo Middle School are coming each  
day to help serve the community lunch and interact with the seniors. Students from Derynoski fifth grade classes  
provided colorful placemats for the Christmas luncheon. Students from DePaolo Middle School Band and Concert  
Choir students entertained at the December Membership Meeting.   
 
In collaboration with Shane Lockwood, Health Director for Southington/Plainville, we will be planning a town wide  
informational session regarding appropriate handling of Communicative Diseases and Mental Health issues. 
 
 The Program Coordinator’s Report highlighted a trip to Springfield, MA to enjoy the Vienna Boys Choir; a bus 
shopping trips to the Christmas Tree Shop in Manchester, CT, and to the Westfield Mall in Meriden; a Membership 
Meeting that included music by the DePaolo Middle School Band and Concert Choir; and our annual Holiday Party 
at Aqua Turf.  Ben Cammuso made a motion to accept the reports as presented; seconded by Cliff Snow; all were in 
favor.  
 
Under Correspondence: The 12/05/12 Department Heads Meeting minutes were available. Garry Brumback noted 
one of his goals is an online “virtual town hall” to enable residents to conduct routine business without having to 
come into the physical building. The library offers many services online. The Town Clerk has been evaluating credit 
card vendors. Handling large amounts of cash at town hall creates a potentially dangerous situation and requires 
additional man-hours.  There are a number of projects in development. All of the Town Departments are busy. 
Community Services has seen a doubling in requests due to the economy, but it is starting to flatten out.  
 
Under Audit Committee: Mark White presented an update on the progress of upgrading our technology. The newly 
installed server is functional. He has been actively putting together a data base and conferring with the staff. The goal 
is to integrate several existing data bases, (membership, newsletter, transportation). It is a work in progress. Sandra 
Micalizzi thanked Mark for his efforts. Garry complimented the extraordinary amount of work being done, asking to 
be kept posted regarding requirements needed. Mark remarked that IT Director Jay Baker has been very responsive 
and helpful. 
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Continuing under Audit Committee:  A brief discussion regarding the transportation program was focused on 
vehicle maintenance and preventative maintenance scheduling. Bob Verderame assured the Board that these issues 
are tracked and scheduled. Garry noted that scheduling is key to managing overtime.  Sandra Micalizzi reminded the 
Board that the previously completed survey offers an effective tool in evaluating the service provided. Managing the 
risks involved with the use of volunteer drivers was discussed. Bob remarked that referral is made through the 
Retired Senior Volunteer Program that matches individuals in need of rides to volunteers able to assist. Peter 
Freeman, who volunteers with RSVP, noted that they provide supplemental insurance that covers the vehicle.  Garry 
stressed that the Town is not responsible, the volunteer is responsible. That must be clearly understood and 
articulated.   
 
Under Old Business: Town Manager Garry Brumback welcomed Jeff Driscoll to the Advisory Board Sub-
Committee, which will meet on Tuesday, January 15th and is now closed to additional members. Garry has asked 
Peter Freeman to chair this sub-committee that has a stated goal of defining the roles and responsibilities of the 
Advisory Board. More importantly, Garry sees the issue as one of strategic planning for prospective changes going 
forward, addressing the requirements of the next demographics five to ten years ahead. Of critical importance will be 
how to best position ourselves in light of diminishing resources on federal, state and local levels. A major key will be 
aggressively employing volunteer skills, encouraging participation in utilizing resources to teach and develop others. 
He defines the sub-committee as a living organism that will review and refresh goals and objectives semi-annually, 
with participants committed to a two-year term. Garry asked the group to focus on the positive and the opportunities, 
remarking that this is a wonderful core group. He is truly grateful for each one’s willingness to give of their time, 
noting that if he can be of help in any way, just ask! 
 
Peter Freeman reported that Dick Fortunato has communicated that there were some developments regarding the 
newsletter proposal that will be shared at the next meeting. Questions were raised regarding fees or dues for 
membership. Bob noted that other senior centers charge minimal fees, ($5-$10.), but the Town Council has favored 
and ruled not to do so. Peter remarked that the newly formed Trips/Tours Committee will explore more local trips. 
Sandra Micalizzi offered to provide information from other centers, and suggested the Farmington Board of 
Education catalog as a resource.  
 
Under New Business:  Regarding the 2013/14 Budget Proposal, Mark White remarked that increasing the part time 
clerk typist position to full time would be excellent and is sorely needed.  Bob noted that several building 
maintenance project will be addressed within the budget, as funds are available  
 
Public Communication:  Walter Kizilski asked about volunteer drivers using their own vehicles questioning their 
medical expertise or experience. These individuals volunteer under the RSVP program, and adhere to their 
guidelines. Calendar House drivers are trained in basic first aid, CPR and lifting techniques. Individuals requiring 
specific assistance are advised to have a caregiver accompany them.  
  
 There being no further discussion, a motion to adjourn was made by Ben Cammuso, seconded by Mark White; all 
were in favor. Meeting was adjourned at 7:34 p.m. The next Senior Citizens Advisory Board meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, March 12, 2013 at 3:30 p.m.  Please note the earlier time.        
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
Cynthia Gilbert,  
Senior Center Secretary   
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